
Africa in Marrakech; Africa Health ExCon in
Cairo, International Health Ministers
Summit in Kigali; Africa Social Impact
Summit in Lagos; Medlab East Africa in
Kenya just to name a few.

It is our intent to keep up and even
increase the momentum in 2025 as we
continue 

First and foremost, it is my pleasure to welcome you into 2025;
and I want to express my sincere gratitude to our Coalition's
members and partners for their steadfast dedication to
enhancing health outcomes and saving lives in Africa. The
Coalition has come quite a ways supporting governments and
businesses across the continent in their drive to improving
health outcomes and this progress is a direct function of the
commitment of all of you.

Africa’s health sector saw significant progress in 2024 and
started with the World Health Organization certifying Cape
Verde as malaria-free making it the third country in the WHO
Africa Region to be so certified. This remarkable feat
heightened stakeholders’ expectations for health in Africa which
was further increased with the high-level conversations on local
manufacturing of drugs and essential health commodities, the
announcement of a pooled medicines procurement
mechanism, and the operationalization of the African Medicines
Agency (AMA).

The individual African countries followed up with necessary
actions – Zambia rolled out HIV long-lasting injectables; South
Africa signed a National Health Insurance Bill into law; Nigeria
initiated a plan to increase local production of healthcare
drugs; Zimbabwe achieved Maturity Level 3 (ML3) – a
significant step to increase access to quality medications;
Mauritania successfully carried out its first kidney transplant;
Senegal became the first African country certified by WHO with
capacity to its Emergency Medical Team internationally; and
Ethiopia launched its Health Facility Solar Electrification (HFSE)
initiative to enhance primary health care services. 

These are just a few exciting things that have happened across
Africa’s healthcare landscape and does not include the many
conferences that focused primarily on health, several of which
were facilitated or hosted by ABCHealth including the
ABCHealth-led sessions at Medic West Africa in Lagos; GITEX
Africa in 
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Transforming Healthcare in Africa:
AUDA-NEPAD Primary Health Initiative

IThe African Union Development Agency
(AUDA-NEPAD) launched an ambitious
programme to strengthen primary healthcare
systems across Africa.

Achieving Universal Health  in Africa by
2030: A Framework for Action

Accelerating progress toward UHC in Africa
is within reach but will require political
leadership, a clear strategic vision and
multi-sectoral partnerships.

Shaping the Future of Work: Health in
the Workplace in 2025

Prioritizing employee wellness is a sound
strategy businesses should adopt
especially in these times where a holistic
approach to health is a necessity.

Join the Coalition and Fix Africa's Health
The African Business Coalition for Health (ABCHealth) is a not-for-profit established to bring together
businesses, philanthropists and development institutions that will collectively seek greater private sector
contributions to improve health outcomes and save lives in Africa. You too can take action - join the
Coalition today and let us work together to fix Africa's health.

We are social! Follow and engage with us across our media platforms

continue to work to improve Africa’s healthcare with focus on
emerging technologies including expansion of digital health
solutions like telemedicine and mobile apps, improved disease
surveillance using AI, and enhanced vaccine distribution via
better logistics and local manufacturing. The 2025 projections
for Africa’s healthcare space are extremely optimistic especially
in terms of revenue – the hospital market is expected to reach
$51.29 billion at a growth rate of 5.5% while the digital health
market is expected to reach $5.58 billion with a growth rate of
7.9%.

Of course collaboration will keep playing a key role in our efforts
– we will continue to establish strategic partnerships with
governments, businesses, philanthropists and development
institutions as we fulfil the mandate of our founders. We
especially invite all stakeholders to our events this year all of
which are available on the events calendar on our website
including our sessions at Arab Health; Medic Africa (East and
West), GITEX Africa, Africa Health ExCon. We will achieve a lot in
this year and I invite you to join us. 

I will conclude by expressing my gratitude to all of the
stakeholders, partners, board, management team, and coalition
members who are dedicated to enhancing health outcomes in
Africa. Let’s stay focused, support one another, and embrace the
year ahead with enthusiasm and determination as we make
2025 the best year for Africa so far.

Thank you.

https://abchealth.com/partners-members/#register
https://twitter.com/abchealthafrica
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWrVCXzyX-7KZQ0h63JGz0Q
https://www.instagram.com/abchealthafrica/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/africa-business-coalition-for-health/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.nepad.org/news/transforming-healthcare-africa-through-auda-nepad-primary-health-initiative#:~:text=The%20AUDA%2DNEPAD%20on%2024,Community%20Health%20Workers%20(CHWs)
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/735071472096342073/pdf/108008-v1-REVISED-PUBLIC-Main-report-TICAD-UHC-Framework-FINAL.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/shaping-future-work-employee-wellbeing-trends-watch-2025-eemof/
https://abchealth.com/
https://abchealth.com/
https://abchealth.com/partners-members/


Partner News

Tools for Clinical Decision Support
(CDS): By transforming data into useful
insights for quicker, more informed
decision-making, AI-powered solutions
are lowering physician burnout.

Increased Use of Digital Tools in Clinical
Trials: Digital tools increase participant
involvement, improve data quality, and
increase trial accessibility.

Prescription Drug Software (PDURS) To
Transform Digital Integration for
Pharma: When FDA-regulated software
is combined with medications it opens
up

Health Updates

Aliko Dangote Foundation (ADF)
Supporting Health and Nutrition
in Nigeria

In 2024, ADF continued to engage with
and drive key initiatives in
strengthening of the polio eradication
and routine immunization ecosystem
in Nigeria; as well as deepening its
food integrated nutrition plan (ADFIN)
which has been expanded to cover
more local government areas (LGAs)
in northern Nigeria. 

Funding Reductions Threaten
Africa’s AIDS Relief Programs

Africa has achieved a substantial
decline in new HIV infections, with a 70%
drop over the past 30 years and has
reduced AIDS-related deaths by one-
third in the past six years. However,
there are concerns that the gains may
be reversed as donors weigh cutting off
aid. 

Strengthening Africa’s Fight
against Mpox

The Mpox Reporting Protocol for African
Union (AU) member states addresses
a critical public health issue: the need
for standardised and effective
surveillance to counter the resurgence
and rapid spread of mpox across
Africa.

Future Pandemics: Is Africa’s
Health Workforce Prepared?

At the heart of public health emergency
prevention, preparedness, response
and recovery are health workers -
people whose actions aim to promote,
protect and improve health; people
who should be supported in order for
them to operate optimally.

Africa’s Big Problem with
Health Data

Africa has a data problem and this is
true in many of its sectors but when it
comes to health, the problem becomes
a matter of life and death. However, with
advances in technology, it is possible to
resolve the issue of gathering accurate
data for use in the continent’s health
space.

in northern Nigeria. 

The Foundation also donated an
ambulance, a mobile ultrasound
scanner and other medical items to
Apapa General Hospital to support their
activities and commemorate the
hospital’s 60th anniversary.

ADF marked a notable milestone with
its registration as a non-state actor
with the World Health Organisation,
Africa Region.  This recognises ADF as a 
key partner by WHO AFRO; opening  
doors for direct involvement in regional
health governance and give th
Foundation a stronger voice in shaping
health policies and strategies at the
regional level.

ADF has also signed-on to the UNICEF
Partnership for a Lead-Free Future. The
partnership aims to eliminate lead
poisoning in LMICs , where ADF plays a
key role in supporting health initiatives.

Key outcomes include:

Life-Saving Surgeries: Pediatric
cardiothoracic surgeries and cardiac
catheterizations were successfully
performed on 10 children, all receiving
continued medical care.
Screening Impact: Over 1,500 children
were screened for CHD, enabling early
diagnosis and intervention.
Capacity Building: 130 healthcare
professionals were trained to better
diagnose and manage CHD cases.
Awareness Expansion: CHD webinars
in February and November 2024
engaged over 160,211 participants,
spreading vital health knowledge.

CHD is one of the most common global
birth defects, affecting thousands
annually. This initiative reflects Access’
commitment to improving healthcare and
supporting sustainable development
through impactful partnerships.

Africa’s healthcare sector is still
undergoing a transformation that
borders on the radical even as 2025
commences and this transformation is
being driven by developments in digital
health technologies. 

These developments, which range from
wearable medical technology to AI-
powered solutions, have the potential to
transform healthcare delivery, simplify
clinical workflows, and improve patient
care. These are the main trends to keep
an eye on:

AI Opportunities and Challenges: With
its ability to provide individualized care,
optimize workflows, and enhance
decision-making, AI is further
revolutionizing healthcare. However,
challenges like data privacy and
algorithmic bias remain alongside
concerns of ethical implications around
the fairness of healthcare decisions.

Top Digital Health Trends in to Watch 2025
medications, it opens up new avenues for
pharmaceutical companies to improve
adherence and stand out.

Integration of Consumable Wearable
Health Devices into Healthcare Systems:
By enabling real-time health monitoring
and interfacing with healthcare systems,
consumer wearables such as the Apple
Watch and Dexcom improve patient
outcomes.

Technological advancements are playing
a pivotal role in shaping the next wave of
digital health progress, enabling more
personalized, efficient, and accessible
healthcare solutions. 

As technologies continue to evolve, the
potential for improving health outcomes
increases. It is essential to continue to
invest in programs that will sustain the
transformation in our healthcare space.

Culled from S3 Connected Health
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Access Bank and Hospitals for
Humanities Collaborate to Drive
Congenital Heart Disease
Awareness and Care

Access Bank, in collaboration with
Hospitals for Humanities, has launched
a transformative initiative to address
Congenital Heart Disease (CHD) in
children, with focus on awareness,
improved care and life-saving
surgeries.

https://www.poz.com/article/budget-cuts-global-aids-program-pepfar-impact-hiv-care
https://africacdc.org/news-item/strengthening-africas-fight-against-mpox-a-unified-surveillance-protocol/#:~:text=In%20response%2C%20Africa%20CDC%20declared,surveillance%20and%20improving%20case%20detection.
https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2024-en-strengthening-crisis-and-pandemic-response-in-africa.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10495562/
https://www.s3connectedhealth.com/blog/top-digital-health-trends-to-watch-in-2025
https://www.s3connectedhealth.com/blog/top-digital-health-trends-to-watch-in-2025


Recent Events and Activities across the Coalition
The Coalition has been deeply involved in global and regional health aligned forums, leveraging these to ensure partners and
members have access and visibility. The engagements during the period have been fulfilling with many more  projected

ABCHealth attended the conference titled “EmpowerHer: Women in Healthcare” organised by Informa
Markets, a partner with ABCHealth in Cape Town. The session showcased proven strategies for scaling
healthcare venture sustainably, unlocking the hidden potential of female entrepreneurs to enable them
navigate the business world which is a critical step in changing Africa’s healthcare narrative. The 2024
EmpowerHer summit convened business leaders, thought leaders, policy makers, academia and other
critical stakeholders in Africa’s healthcare industry who participated in dynamic sessions focused on
championing change for women in leadership.

ABCHealth participates in 2024 EmpowerHer: Women in Healthcare - Cape Town

ABCHealth at the 2024 Big Ideas Workshop - Johannesburg
South Africa

ABCHealth in 2024 Africa Film Finance Forum (AFFF) - Nigeria
ABCHealth participated in the roundtable session titled; ““Unlocking Private Sector Investments: A
Business Case for Leveraging Storytelling and Cinematography to Achieve Sustainable Healthcare in
Africa”. The 2024 edition, hosted by Okhma Global, spanned across three days during which key
stakeholders’ in Nigeria’s film space shared critical insights that would lead to the development of the
industry. There was the added focus of using health-oriented story telling in film to highlight the
challenges, opportunities and changes in Africa’s healthcare space.

ABCHealth was at the Big Ideas West Africa 3-days workshop hosted by International Federation of
Health Plans (iFHP) in Johannesburg. The conference convened significant stakeholders in Africa’s
healthcare space and focused on innovation, change and partnerships to forge partnerships aimed at
addressing shared challenges, drive collective impact and drive actions.  Founded in 1968, iFHP mission
is to strengthen health systems by promoting collaboration and driving progress in the industry; and is
dedicated to advancing independent healthcare delivery and financing worldwide connecting member
organisations across the world, fostering collaboration through the exchange of knowledge, experiences
and ideas. iFHP creates opportunities for international studies and professional education, empowering
members to navigate the challenges of healthcare with innovation and shared expertise.

West Africa

ABCHealth hosted a roundtable session; “"Driving Sustainable Healthcare in Africa through Improved
Local Production Capacity of Drugs and Medical Commodities" at the International Health Ministers
Summit in Kigali, Rwanda in December 2024. The session convened senior government officials,
policymakers, healthcare service providers and critical stakeholders across various sectors to discuss
ideas and actions towards improving local production and manufacturing of drugs and medical
commodities. The roundtable session was led by Professor Nicaise Ndembi – Deputy Director General
and Regional Director, IVI Africa Regional Office and Ms. Jane Karonga – Economic Affairs Officer in the
Regional Integration and Trade Division of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)
and other critical stakeholders from various sectors. 

ABCHealth Hosts High-Level Session at IHMS 2024 - Rwanda
East Africa

ABCHealth Hosts Panel at 2024 Digital Health Forum - Cape Town
ABCHealth hosted a high-level Digital Health Forum during the Africa Health Conference 2024, organized
by Informa Markets in Cape Town, South Africa. Focused on "Building a Sustainable AI and Digital Health
Ecosystem in Africa", the session highlighted the importance of digital technology investments and its
impact on the continent’s healthcare sector. Subject matter experts explored explore how AI and digital
technologies can tackle critical health challenges, from improving maternal and child health to
managing chronic diseases and strengthening health systems.
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Picture News

Mr. Ken Egbas, Chief of Staff to the Minister of
Industry, Trade, and Investment; Sen. Ben Murray-
Bruce, Founder, Silverbird; and Mr. John Ugochukwu,
SA to the President on Industry, Trade, and
Investment at the film forum.

Session co-Chairs L-R: Dr. Pamela Ajayi (Nigeria);
Ms. Jane Karonga (Zimbabwe); Prof. Morgan
Chetty (South Africa); Prof Nicaise Ndembi (DR
Congo); Prof. Salome Maswime () and Dr. Kwase
Boahene (Ghana)

Key Upcoming Events

Medlab Middle East
- Feb 04 / United Arab Emirates

Digital Health leverages technology like telemedicine,
mobile apps, wearables, and AI to improve healthcare
delivery, outcomes, and patient engagement. It enables
remote care, personalized treatments, and real-time
monitoring while enhancing efficiency. 

ABCHealth Webinar 
- Jan 21

ABCHealth’s webinar themed; “Bridging International
Mind-Gap for the Future of Work: An African Perspective”  
focuses on fostering inclusive workplaces to foster
harmonious collaboration. Watch the webinar here

ABCHealth is hosting a session titled "Doing Business in
Africa: Transforming Diagnostic Business Models with AI
and Other Technologies to Access New Markets" which
aims to explore the landscape of diagnostics in Africa. 

GITEX Africa 2025 
- Apr 14 / Morocco

Zenith Africa Healthcare Awards and
Summit - Apr 24 / Cape Verde
Capacity building, benchmarking and strengthening health
systems remains greatly important in improving Africa’s health
outcomes and at AHAS, thought leaders, health entrepreneurs,
governments, health professionals and other critical stakeholders
will convene to move the continent’s health agenda forward.

Arab Health
- Jan 27 / United Arab Emirates
At Arab Health 2025, ABCHealth will host a session under
titled; “Unlocking the Potential of a Revolutionized
Healthcare Value Chain for Sustainable Economic
Growth – A Public-Private Dialogue" involving critical
stakeholders in Africa’s public and private sectors.

Medic West Africa and Medlab 2025
- Jun 02 / Nigeria
This healthcare event covering the West African connects a
diverse audience including health entrepreneurs, investors,
governments, innovators  and academia to discuss and showcase
various innovations in Africa’s healthcare space.

Africa HealthExCon 
- Jun 24 / Egypt
Access to healthcare helps combat prevalent challenges like
infectious diseases, malnutrition, and maternal mortality, while
promoting education and workforce productivity.

ABCHealth mobilizes private sector interests and capabilities to collectively address the healthcare challenges of the African continent;
working to unlock synergies to help companies and their leadership contribute impactfully to meeting national and regional health goals
in the context of SDG Agenda 2030 and Africa Agenda 2063. ABCHealth does this through various mechanisms including high-level
gatherings at national, regional, continental and global level where Coalition members exhibit thought leadership and showcase their
contributions to the mandate of improving health outcomes across the continent.

Other  Events

New in ABCHealth KnowledgeHub

Read up our report titled
‘Envisioning Africa’s Growth
Through a Thriving Economy:
Private Sector Perspectives’ and
‘Public-Private Partnerships:
Keys to Unlocking Opportunities
in Africa’s Healthcare Space’
from our sessions at the Africa
Social Impact Summit in Nigeria. 

The Africa Business Forum promotes dialogue to
accelerate the realization of the 2030 Agenda Agenda
2063. This year’s edition will focus on the development of
regional value chains (RVCs) and special economic
zones (SEZs) in the livestock, agriparks and
pharmaceutical sectors across the continent.

Africa Business Forum 2025 
- Feb 17 / Ethiopia

Also out is our report on ‘Driving
Sustainable Healthcare in Africa
through Improved Local
Production Capacity of Drugs
and Medical Supplies’ from the
International Health Ministers
Summit in Rwanda.

Listen live to the ABCHealth
Webinar on Mental Health titled;
‘Bridging International Mind-Gap
for the Future of Work: An
African Perspective’ focused on
fostering collaboration in Africa’s
diverse workplace environments.

ABCHealth CEO alongside speakers at ABCHealth
Digital Health Session at the Africa Health
Conference 2024, Cape Town.

ABCHealth CEO alongside other speakers and  
stakeholders at the 2024 Big Ideas Workshop,
Johannesburg.

https://abchealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/ABCHealth-Roundtable-Report-IHMS-2024-Rwanda-1-compressed.pdf
https://abchealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ABCHealth-ASIS-2024-Report-Final.pdf
https://abchealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/ABCHealth-Mental-Health-Webinar-Audio-1.mp3

